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LWVBCC ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23
AT THE ORCHARD HILLS COUNTRY CLUB, BUCHANAN

The LWVBCC Annual Meeting will be held at Orchard Hills Country Club, 2841 Niles-Buchanan Rd, Buchanan, MI 
on Wednesday, June 23, 2009 at 6:00 pm. All members, spouses and friends of the LWVBCC are invited to attend. 
The evening will begin with a social hour (cash bar) followed by dinner at 7:00, speaker and business meeting.  If 
you have not attended an Annual Meeting beforeÑor yet if you are a new memberÑplease consider coming.  ItÕs a 
very nice event and a good opportunity to meet other Leaguers.  

Our guest speaker will be Rachel Wade, newly appointed Community Impact Director for the United Way of 
Southwest Michigan.  The title of her talk is ÒThe Case for Kids: The Economic Implications of Not Investing in 
Our Children.Ó   The ÒcaseÓ might seem like a no-brainer, but not in this economy, in this state, at this time.  We Þrst 
got to know Rachel when she was the Director of the Great Start Collaborative of Berrien County, which is part of a 
state-wide initiative that focuses on early childhood development.  She has also worked for Radix Communications, 
Community Hospital in Watervliet, and Chemical Bank.  She has a Bachelors degree in Public Relations from 
Western Michigan University. Rachel and her husband live in Stevensville with their two boys, Owen and Shawn.  

The dinner menu is herb roasted chicken or baked Portobello mushrooms with vegetable stufÞng.  Both choices 
include a salad, rice and vegetable, warm rolls and butter.  Dessert and non-alcoholic beverage is also included, as is 
the gratuity. The cost is $25 per person. All reservations must be paid, attending or not.  

Reservations are required by Thursday, June 17th,  5:00 pm.  
Please send your reservation (with meal choice), and check payable to LWVBCC to: 
 Bonnie Pollack
 19019 Martin Rd. 
 Three Oaks MI 49128

For questions or more information contact Susan Gilbert at susangilbert@csinet.net or (269) 545-2610.

BUSINESS ITEMS:  League members will be asked to consider and vote on the following:

Election of LWVBCC Board Members.  The Nominating Committee is recommending 
Sara Bode, Susan Gilbert, Judy Scully, Jean Sharp, Lorraine Stepanek and Ginny Washburn for two year terms.  
Sara is returning to the Board after a year off, Judy just joined the Board in April to complete Alice LaHaieÕs term 
and Jean is new to the Board.  

Candace Broecker, Diane DeWitt, Elizabeth Ennis, Joe Naines and Bonnie Pollack will continue to serve.  Darlene 
Heemstra, Mary Ann Johnson and Dick Lindblade have completed their terms and are going off the Board.  Alice 
LaHaie retired earlier this year because of family health issues.  We thank them all for their service.  
 
Adoption of the Budget for 2010-2011.  The budget is included in this newsletter.

Approval of Program for 2010-2011.  This is a major election year so until November we plan to be active in the 



Note that once again we are including Òin-and-out expensesÓ 
in the budget.  These are in the Meetings & Arrangements line 
item in Expenditures and are payments for meals at meetings, 
such as the Annual Meeting.  There is a corresponding 
Meetings item in Income.  

Questions will be taken at the Annual Meeting.
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voters service area.  Locally our Education Committee under 
the leadership of  Liz Ennis and Bonnie Pollack will watch 
developments in education on the state and national level, 
the latter of particular interest if a study on the role of the 
federal government in education is adopted at the LWVUS 
convention this June.   At the state level we will support the 
LWVMIÕs efforts on issues like judicial elections, election 
administration, campaign Þnance and term limits.   

We would like to know from you, our grass roots, if there 
are any issues you would like our local League to study?  
Several years ago, for example, LWVBCC studied CAFOs 
(Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations) and developed 
a position that last year was adopted by LWVMI.  There 
are lots of things we could be looking at if there is sufÞcient 
member interest, from county government, to economic 
development issues, to the abundance of meth labs in rural 
areas such as ours.  Bring your ideas to the Annual Meeting 
or give them to Susan Gilbert in advance.

Another topic that might be explored over the summer and early 
fall is the possibility of a Michigan constitutional convention.  
The LWVMI is considering a voter education project on 
this subject and we could piggyback on that.  The Michigan 
constitution requires that every 16 years the question of holding 
a constitutional convention shall be put on the ballot, and 2010 is 
the year.  Our constitution is in need of changes but in the current 
political atmosphere it could be like opening PandoraÕs box. 

Proposed Budget 2010-2011

The most signiÞcant item in a local LeagueÕs budget is the 
Per Member Payments (PMPs), shown in our budget under 
Financial Support and this year totaling $4,470.  The amount 
of the dues is set and collected by the local League and then 
the local League sends a speciÞed amount to the League of 
Women Voters of Michigan and the League of Women Voters 
of the United States to support their operations.  Last year for 
the Þrst time we sent out more in PMPs than we collected in 
dues.  The LWVUS is raising the PMP again this year by 60¢ 
per individual and 90¢ per household membership to $29.80 
and $44.70 respectively.  The LWVMI is holding at $21 and 
$31.50 per member/household.  The total PMPs come to 
$50.80/individual and $76.20/household.  Our membership 
number has also increased (to 100!)  so we owe more in 
PMPs for that reason as well. 

In spite of the fact they havenÕt been increased in years, the 
Board has been reluctant to raise dues because of the difÞcult 
economic times in Michigan.  But last year the Board decided 
we must this year and, accordingly, the Board voted at its 
March meeting, after a discussion of the budget, to raise 
dues effective in October, when dues are billed, to $55 for an 
individual and $80 for a household.  This will not result in a 
Þnancial bonanza, so we hope that members who can afford 
to contribute over and above their dues will continue to do so, 
as they have so generously in the past.
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From Co-President Susan Gilbert

Change is a word we have heard a lot in the past couple 
of years.  I am always mildly amused by advocates for 
change and those who are opposed to it because change 
will happen.  Nothing ever stays the same, especially in 
an electronic world like ours, nor can we go back to some 
mythical Ògood old days.Ó  Change IS coming to the League 
of Women Voters of Berrien and Cass Counties.

First of all, my co-president Darlene Heemstra and I are 
passing the torch to two new leaders, Diane DeWitt and 
Elizabeth (Liz) Ennis.  I have been president or co-president 
for 5 years and I need a break.  About the time Darlene 
joined the board as Treasurer, Three Oaks hit its Þnancial 
speed bump and she threw herself into work on behalf of the 
Village, most recently as Treasurer.  I will stay on the Board 
and Darlene will be an off board helper.  I am generally a 
believer in change and think a change in leadership is good 
for an organization.  Diane and Liz have some good ideas and 
I am sure you will all give them your enthusiastic support.

The other change has to do with this newsletter.  I just 
learned that our long time printer Topp Press, owned by 
our member Margaret Anderson and her brother John, has 
closed.  John has offered to help us get this last newsletter of 

the year outÐsuccessfully if you are reading this.  Electronic 
publishing has hurt small shops like Topp Press (how many 
organizations have told you that henceforth their newsletters 
will be sent by e-mail) and the ÒGreat RecessionÓ has 
caused businesses and non-proÞts to cut printing budgets 
and individuals to perhaps give up many printing projects 
altogether.  This kind of change I do not like as well; we all 
lose something when a small local business closes.  So the 
Board will have to decide what to do about this newsletter, 
as Topp Press donated the set-up and gave us a better than 
usual rate on the duplication.  They also folded, stamped 
and mailed it for us.  We may not be able to duplicate 
that service at a reasonable price, so this may be the last 
hardcopy newsletter you receive.  

In light of this, whether you are a member or not, if we do 
not have your e-mail address and you would like to be sure 
you receive communications from the League of Women 
Voters of Berrien and Cass Counties in the future, please 
send me your e-mail address at susangilbert@csinet.net or 
call me at 269-545-2610. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed being president then co-president 
of LWVBCC as well as newsletter editor.  My deepest 
thanks go to all of you who have contributed time, money, 
and expertise over the years.  We have accomplished a lot 
and I know will continue to grow and thrive under Liz and 
DianeÕs leadership.  

Susan Gilbert

New Book Group Selection  
by Annette Van Dusen, Book Group Chair

Engaging the Muslim World by Juan Cole is the next 
selection of the League of Women VotersÕ reading group.  
Recommended by two of our members, its topic is both 
timely and relevant.  The author has extensive knowledge 
of the Muslim world and writes clearly and concisely.  The 
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book has been praised for its well-balanced approach that 
will prick many of our misconceptions and provide insights 
into the role policy must play if we are to live in peace.

The book group will meet at the home of Liz Ennis and 
Annette Van Dusen (1220 W. Indiana St., New Buffalo) on 
July 26 at 10:00 am.  Members should come to the meeting 
ready to discuss both the book and also the feasibility/
desirability of adding two more reading group meetings a 
year (perhaps January, March, July and October?).

Save the Date –August 24

On Tuesday evening, August 24 we will gather for our now 
annual local foods picnic.  The date is set because in past 
years the weather has been spectacular on August 24, but 
the location is yet to be determined.  The new picnic chair 
Jean Sharp made the excellent point that it is a good idea to 
vary our park choice in order to sample more of the natural 
beauties of our area.   So watch for an e-mail and/or check 
the website in August for the location.  

LWVUS National Convention:  Program

The LWVUS Board of Directors is recommending to 
convention 2010 delegates a concurrence to amend and 
update the Arms Control Position on the ßoor of Convention 
and a study of the ÒFederal Role in Public Education.Ó  
LWVBCC was one of 71 local Leagues that recommended 
the education study, as the federal governmentÕs role in 
education has been increasing steadily for years and we have 
no position that allows us to participate in the discussion. 
The study would focus on the role of the federal government 
in education policymaking, with possible consideration of 
funding, common standards and/or governance relationships 
among all levels of government.

In response to Guidance to the Board at Convention 2008, 
the LWVUS Board established a task force to review the 
venerable cold war era Arms Control Position in terms 
of relevance, usefulness, and practical application to the 
current times.  This resulted in a recommendation that the 
Position be modestly updated.  Despite all that has happened 
in the last 26 years, the task force Þnds the principles and 

language of the Position to be broadly applicable today.  
The recommended changes can be viewed on the lwv.org 
website under Council and Convention, then under the 2010 
Convention workbook. 

In addition to recommended changes to the Arms Control 
Position, the six members of the Task Force wrote six 
background papers that are very informative:  A Focus On 
Arms Control and Conventional Armaments; Arms Control: 
Geopolitical Factors Pertinent to the LWV Position; 
Missile Defense Systems; State and Non-State Actors; The 
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons: History and Disarmament 
and The Status Of Treaties.

These papers are fascinating and can be accessed at: 
http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Arms_
Control_Task_Force&Template=/TaggedPage/
TaggedPageDisplay.cfm&TPLID=112&ContentID=14747

The papers are too long to print any one of them in its 
entirety, but here is an excerpt from Missile Defense Systems 
by Lois Requist (LWV Benicia CA)

Recent Policy and [Missile] Systems

At the end of the last century and the beginning of this one, 
the stated goal of U.S. National Missile Defense has been 
to prevent an attack on the United States by a rogue state or 
from nuclear blackmail or nuclear terrorism. North Korea 
and Iran were identiÞed as countries that might launch such 
an attack, so deployment has proceeded for defense against 
those possibilities.

During the George W. Bush administration, long-range 
missile defense capabilities were built in Alaska, where 
there are 21 ground-based interceptors, and at Vandenberg 
Air Force Base in California, where there are three, as 
well as sea-based radar in Hawaii. The sea-based radar is 
described by General James Cartwright, vice chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as Òthe best sensor our nation has 
at our disposal.Ó The radar, he says, would activate the 24 
interceptors in Alaska and California with a Òninety percent-
plusÓ likelihood of successful intervention in the event of 
deployment of a missile from North Korea. 
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In addition, the U.S. Missile Defense Agency (MDA) 
proposed a Ground-based Midcourse Defense (GMD) 
element of the larger Ballistic Missile Defense System 
(BMDS) in Europe to defend against an Iranian threat. 
It was intended to include ten interceptors in Poland 
and radar in the Czech Republic, and be positioned in 
a country closer to Iran. The intent was that the entire 
European system be operational by 2013, at a cost of 
several billion dollars.

In December 2002, President Bush signed National 
Security Presidential Directive 23, which outlined a 
plan to begin deployment of operational ballistic missile 
defense systems by 2004. Subsequently, the United 
States formally requested from the United Kingdom and 
Denmark use of facilities in Fylingdales, England, and 
Thule, Greenland, respectively, as a part of the NMD 
program. These bases are to be equipped with early 
warning radar systems.

In addition to the Poland/Czech Republic plan, the CBO 
offered three other options:

¥ Interceptors located on U.S. Navy Aegis ballistic missile 
defense (BMD) ships operating at three locations around 
Europe, supported by two transportable forward-based 
radars (FBRs);

¥ Ground-based interceptors operating from mobile 
launchers at two existing U.S. bases (in Germany and 
Turkey), supported by two transportable forward-based 
radars; and

¥ Ground-based Kinetic Energy Interceptors (KEIs, a new 
high-acceleration interceptor MDA that is currently 
being developed and could be based either in silos or on 
mobile transporters), operating from mobile launchers 
located at two existing U.S. bases in Europe (in Germany 
and Turkey), and supported by two transportable 
forward-based radars.

In addition, the United States has an Airborne Laser (ABL), 
a plane that is designed to Òlocate and track missiles in the 
boost phase of their ßight, then accurately point and Þre 
the high-energy laser, destroying enemy missiles near their 
launch areas.Ó

Cost

ÒCongress appropriates about $9-$10 billion for all 
missile defense activities annually (in recent years) and 
the government has spent some $150 billion on all missile 
defense programs since President ReaganÕs ÔStar WarsÕ 
speech in 1983,Ó according to Steve Hildreth, co-author of 
the Congressional Research Service Report. 19

Conclusion

The U.S. missile defense systems are a work in progress. 
They may provide some level of security; however a number 
of qualiÞcations should be mentioned:

¥ Test results have been mixed and have taken place over 
the ocean or over sparsely populated areas. There is no 
certainty as to what happens to the debris from taking out 
a missile.

¥ A decision to launch must be made within minutes, and 
(if fully operational) must be ready 24/7, thus there is 
no opportunity for consultation between governments in 
case of a technical error.

¥ Terrorists and political enemies arenÕt a stable commodity, 
so the systems we build, even if effective, donÕt offer 
security from an area not identiÞed, e.g., a South 
American or African country.

¥ The building of missile defense systems may inßuence 
negotiations on the various treaties meant to limit or 
eliminate the threat of weapons of mass destruction 
being used. Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, on 
Dec. 29, 2009, said, ÒU.S. plans for a missile defense 
system were the main obstacle to reaching a new deal on 
reducing Cold War arsenals of nuclear weapons.Ó

¥ The cost of such systems should be weighed against other 
needs.

Detroit Public Meeting Recap

Time magazine is devoting a year to Detroit, NPR has a 
series in progress on Detroit, AP articles on Detroit appear 
on a regular basis in national newspapersÑand the League 
of Women Voters of Berrien and Cass Counties held a panel 
discussion on Detroit that made the front page of the Herald 

Tom Rossman, Agent



Palladium!    It was a wonderful meeting, and if you werenÕt 
there you missed something special.   

Our LWVBCC May 6 public meeting on Detroit featured 
four outstanding panelists who came all the way from 
Detroit for the event: Bettie Buss, Senior Researcher for 
the Citizens Research Council, Kat Owsley Director of 
One D, Mike Score president of Hantz Farms and Marge 
Sorge Director of the Detroit Regional News Hub.  We 
were impressed with them but they also commented on the 
engaged and informed audience.  

There is something compelling about the story of a giant 
city in decline struggling to reinvent itself or slide further 
into the abyss.  Bettie Buss painted a pretty grim picture of 
the cityÕs Þnancials, but she along with the others sees that 
the city has numerous strengths.  They and many others are 
dedicated to the city and hopeful that new developments, 
such as the interest and cash of many major foundations 
coupled with the election of a new mayor, a serious and 
capable man, may make the difference.  Marge Sorge said 

ÒDetroit is not a dead city, it is not a dying city.  It is a city 
with challenges.Ó  It is also our city, still the largest city in 
Michigan and the 11th largest in the U.S.  We all need for 
Detroit to succeed and we learned more about how that 
might happen at this meeting.  

LWVMI April 21 Training and Advocacy Day in Lansing

As dawn was breaking on Wednesday, April 21, Susan 
Gilbert, Liz Ennis and Bonnie Pollack were driving to 
Lansing to participate in a LWVMI initiative to convince 
our state legislators that voting should be made easier and 
more convenient to increase citizen participation in the 
electoral process.  More and more states, approximately 38 
to be more precise, have adopted no excuse absentee voting 
and various methods of early voting.  Michigan has not.  
There have been a number of bills pass the House, but there 
has been no action on them to date in the Senate.  

The most signiÞcant bill allows for no excuse absentee 
voting.  Currently you 
can only request an 
absentee ballot if you 
will be out of town 
on election day, you 
are physically unable 
to vote alone, you 
are 60 years old or 
older, your religious 
beliefs conßict, you 
are working as a poll 
worker in another 
precinct, or you are 
conÞned in jail awaiting 
arraignment or trial.  In 
real life, many people 
vote absentee who do 
not qualify under any 
of the above Òexcuses.Ó   
Currently about 30% 
of the votes cast are 
by absentee ballot.  Of the three Berrien and Cass state 
legislators, Matt Lori and Sharon Tyler voted in favor of the no 
excuse absentee voting bill and John Proos voted against it.  

Mike Score, president of Hantz Farms, was a big hit with attendees as he 
described the vision he and John Hantz have for urban agriculture in Detroit.

We even had cake!  Thanks to Liz Ennis.  We wanted to celebrate the LeagueÕs 
90th Anniversary with a spectacular cake at least once this year.
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 Yes! I want to be a member of the League of Women 
Voters, Berrien/Cass Counties.

 IÕm enclosing a check for $50 for individual membership.  
   

 IÕm enclosing a check for $75 for a household membership. 

 IÕm enclosing a check for $25.00 for student membership.  

 IÕm enclosing a $10 newsletter contribution.
 
  

 Please send me more information on the League of Women Voters. 
  

 I canÕt join right now, but IÕm enclosing $______ 
 to support League activities

 

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP CODE

PHONE 

EMAIL

Make check payable and mail to:  The League of Women 
Voters of Berrien/Cass Counties Ð or LWVBCC

 
Bonnie Pollack

19019 Martin Rd., Three Oaks, MI 49128

REMEMBER Ð EVEN IF YOU HAVENÕT THE TIME FOR 
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION, YOUR MEMBERSHIP ALONE 

WILL STRENGTHEN OUR VOICE.

Join the League of Women Voters!

Dear Readers:  If you are not already a League member, we invite you to join us and support the organization as a member.  You 
may also use this form to ask for more information or make a donation.  Membership is open to men and women and households.  
Twenty-six percent of our members are men.  We also would welcome more young members, as the need for the work the League 
does will continue for many years to come.   Also feel free to tell a friend about the League.

There has been no bill introduced as yet on early voting, 
but typically this kind of legislation allows citizens to vote 
early, for a week or more, at their regular polling place or at 
centralized voting centers, which are in addition to or in lieu 
of regular polling places.  

A poll commissioned by the League of Women Voters 
of Michigan and the Michigan Association of Municipal 
Clerks and conducted March 3-5 shows that voters 
want more voting options, including no excuse absentee 
voting and early voting. The municipal clerks dismiss the 
excuses of potential increases in cost and fraud.   Two 
Representatives of the Municipal Clerks Association at the 
meeting said Michigan has a statewide and very efÞcient 
election database linked to the drivers license database 
(both are in the Secretary of StateÕs domain) that allows 
for cross referencing (ex. signatures) and sharing by all 
municipal clerks.  You could just as reliably register with 
any municipal clerk in Michigan as with your own. Terri 
Lynn Land, the Secretary of State, who spoke at the April 
21 luncheon and at the LWVMI convention a year ago, 
echoed these opinions.  Ms. Land gets a lot of credit for 
implementing the high tech and reliable databases.  

LWVBCC member and District 59 State Representative Matt Lori joined 
Bonnie Pollack, Susan Gilbert and Liz Ennis for lunch at the LWVMI action 
day April 21 in Lansing.
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Annual Meeting and Dinner 
Wednesday, June 23

Orchard Hills Country Club 
Buchanan
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Haircare
Massage
Handmade Soap
Art Gallery featuring the Masters

Bill Rattan
269.756.9775
22b N Elm St

Three Oaks, MI

JOSEPH B. NAINES, Jr., Ph.D.

Economic & Marketing Research

P.O. Box 1361
Benton Harbor,

Michigan, 49023-1361
269/983-6989
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www.lwvbcc.org


